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since the founding of the Empire, the chief import of this paper centers. Praise 
is expressed for the so-called anti-Polish policy of Bismarck, but the policies of 
his successors, it is thought, have not been sufficiently vigorous. 

The law of 1886 made provision for "establishing a fund of 100 million marks 
for the purpose of strengthening the German element in the province of West 
Prussia and Posen against Polish activities and to do this through the settlement 
of German peasants and laborers." Land was to be purchased, and sold or leased 
at low figures. At some length the author undertakes to show the working of this 
law, giving statistics to justify his severe criticism of the lax administration of 
the same. In twenty years, he says, 60,000 Germans have been induced by the 
Settlement Commission to enter the East Mark, and more than one million have 
left to settle further west. This should not be, and he makes an impassioned 
appeal to the Emperor to give his support to the Germanizing projects. 

The settlement policy, viewed as a political question, he thinks, should make 
the following demands: (1) That the Polish population should leave the East 
Mark; (2) The Poles should not be permitted to enter the region from Russia 
and Galicia; (3) The Germans both natives and newcomers should be induced 
to remain ; (4) German colonists should be encouraged to enter the East Mark. 

Dr. Hasse presents his case forcefully and interestingly, and one must admit 
there is pojnt in his arguments. We do not have the problem in exactly the same 
form. E. L. S. 

African Life and Customs. Reprinted from " The Sierra Leone 
Weekly News." By Edward Wilmot] Blyden. 91 pp., and 3 
Appendices. C. M. Phillips, London, 1908. (Price, is. 6d.) 

Dr. Blyden, a negro who has been identified most of his life with Africa, and 
is widely known as an accomplished scholar and teacher, describes in this series 
of newspaper articles how the native African has developed and organized a 
system or code of life useful to him for all his needs. He treats in this volume of 
the African pure and simple, the so-called pagan of Africa, untouched either by 
European or Asiatic influence. He describes how the African has constructed for 
himself his part of the world and the "social, industrial, and economic arrange- 
ments under which, evolved in the course of centuries, he has lived and thriven, 
generation after generation." 

The basal facts in this African life are given by Dr. Blyden as follows: 

1. The Family which in Africa, as everywhere else, is the basic unit of society. Every male and 
female marries at the proper age. Every woman is required and expects to perform her part of the 
function of motherhood — to do her share in continuing the human race. 

2. Property. The land and the water are accessible to all. Nobody is in want of either for work, 
for food, or for clothing. 

3. Social life. This is communistic or co-operative. All work for each and each works for all. 

4. The tribes have laws regulating every function of hnman life and the laws are known to all the 
members of the tribes, and justice is administered by the tribal chiefs in the presence of the whole 
people in the village or town where any violation of tribal law may have taken place. There is no 
need for standing armies. The whole people of the village or town are jointly and severally guardians 
and preservers of the peace. 

The foundation of the African family is plural marriage and, contrary to the general opinion, this 
marriage rests upon the will of the woman, and this will operates to protect from abuse the functional 
work of the sex and to provide that all women shall share normally in this work with a view to healthy 
prosperity and an unfailing supply of population. 

The volume is given to the illustration and discussion of the working out of 
these social principles in African life. Every page is written with the idea that 
it is not wise to confound the races, but that the negro in Africa should be raised 
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upon the basis of his own idiosyncracies. The author quotes from the writings of 
sociological students in Europe to show that the African system has evolved no 
counterpart of the "submerged tenth" in European capitals. 

The book contains many ideas and much information of value, though, being 
written wholly from the Africa point of view, some of the opinions expressed will 
naturally find little indorsement among the white races. 

Das Wetter und seine Bedeutung fur das praktiscbe Leben. Von 
Professor Dr. Carl Kassner. 8vo. Leipzig, Quelle und Meyer. 1908. 
Pp. 148. Illustrated. (Price, 1 mark 50 pf.) 

If one may judge by the number of small text-books of meteorology published 
in Germany during the past few years, the popular interest in weather-study in 
that country must be increasing very rapidly. We already have the books of 
Koppen, Trabert, van Bebber and Kaegbein. Koppen has given us two books, 
one on marine meteorology and one on climatology, and Trabert has also given us 
two books, one, a small one, on meteorology and the second, a larger one, on mete- 
orology and climatology. The most recent addition to this growing list is a useful 
little book by Professor Kassner, observer at the Royal Prussian Meteorological 
Institute in Berlin, and Privatdozent at the Royal Technical High School in the 
same city. The aim of this volume is to set forth, for the information of the aver- 
age reader, (1) the historical development of weather forecasting; (2) the basis 
of modern weather forecasting, and (3) the relations of the weather to the every- 
day life of man. The subjects discussed are thus not the same as those already 
included in other books, and for this reason we feel that Professor Kassner has 
made a real contribution to meteorological literature. The section dealing with 
the historical development of weather forecasting summarizes briefly the results 
of Dr. Hellmann's investigations into meteorological folk-lore and literature, but 
we wish to call special attention to the third section, which is an innovation in 
meteorological text-books. This section deals with Die Bedeutung des Wetters 
fiir das praktische Leben. It is significant that so much attention is now being 
paid to the human relations of the sciences. In geography, anthropo-geography 
and ontography are becoming every day more familiar terms. In a new book on 
climate, the author uses the sub-title, "considered especially in relation to man." 

Professor Kassner has collected and classified a considerable number of illus- 
trations of the relation of weather conditions to the life of man ; to his health, and 
his activities. Many of these are not new to those who have worked along these 
same lines, but the collection of such examples will make them generally useful 
to a large body of teachers and students. In view of the fact that the third sec- 
tion of Professor Kassner's book is somewhat unique, it is worth while to note 
here the principal subdivisions of the subject as given by the author. III. The 
Importance of Weather in Practical Life. 1. Introduction. 2. Agriculture and 
Forestry. 3. Trade and transportation. 4. Industries. 5. Law. 6. Influence of 
weather upon man and upon the life of the community, including disease, health 
resorts, and history. 7. The influence of man upon the weather, including de- 
forestation and reforestation ; irrigation and drainage ; artificial rain ; lightning 
protection, and hail-shooting. It will be noted that this is an interesting list of 
headings, and the discussion is well worth reading. We congratulate Professor 
Kassner upon his contribution to meteorological literature. The low price of the 
book (1 mark, 50 pf., bound) brings it within reach of a large number of readers. 

R. DeC. W. 



